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SUB J : LABOR LEADERS' VIEWS ON NEW GOVERNMENT 

REF: ACCRA 5369 

1 . DURING HIS FAREWELL CALL AT THE GHANA TRADES UNION 
CONGRESS JULY 13, THE EMBASSY LABOR REPORTING OFFICER 
DISCUSSED THE RECENT GOVERNMENT CHANGES WITH GHANAIAN 
UNION LEADERS. DURING THE MEETING WITH TUC SECRETARY 
GENERAL ISSIFU AND CHAIRMAN ASHILEY, THE LABOR REPORTING 
OFFICER NOTED A MEMORANDUM FROM THE TUC, THE GHANA 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF TEACHERS AND THE CIVIL SERVANTS 
ASSOCIATION TO THE FORMER HEAD OF STATE, GENERAL 
ACHEAMPONG (COPY AIR POUCHED TO AF/I). ACCORDING TO 
ISSIFU, THE INITIATIVE FOR THE MEMO, DATED MAY 13 BUT 
DELIVERED SEVERAL DAYS LATER, CAME FROM THE TUC. THE 
MEMO WARNS ACHEAMPONG THAT THE LEADERSHIP OF THE THREE 
ORGANIZATIONS CAN NO LONGER ASK WORKERS TO EXERCISE 
RESTRAINT AND MAY LOSE CONTROL OF THE SITUATION. IT 
HIGHLIGHTS THE PROBLEMS OF HIGH PRICES AND SHORTAGES 

OF FOOD AND OTHER BASIC COMMODITIES AND THE HARDSHIPS 
THAT THE TRANSPORT CRISIS IMPOSES ON WORKERS. 
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2. ACCORDING TO THE TUC SECRETARY GENERAL, HE AND THE 
OTHER TWO LEADERS FINALLY MET WITH GENERAL ACHEAMPONG 
AND FORMED A GROUP TO MONITOR THE GOVERNMENT'S ACTIONS 
TO IMPROVE THE WORKERS' PLIGHT. WHEN ASKED IF THE MEMO 
CONTRIBUTED TO THE DOWNFALL OF ACHEAMPONG, ISSIFU REPLIED 
NEGATIVELY, SAYING THAT THE CHANGE WAS A PURELY INTERNAL 
SMC AFFAIR. ISSIFU OBSERVED THAT THE GROUP CONTINUES TO 
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MONITOR THE GOVERNMENT'S ECONOMIC POLICIES. 

3. THE UNION LEADERS WERE NON-COMMITTAL ABOUT THE NEW 
HEAD OF STATE, GENERAL AKUFFO.AND HIS POLICIES. AS OHE 
FORMER HEAD OF THE TRIPARTITE COMMITTEE ON WAGES, THEY 
NOTED THAT AKUFFO IS FAMILIAR WITH LABOR’S POSITION. 

BOTH ISSIFU AND ASHILEY EXPRESSED SURPRISE AT THE REPLACE- 
MENT OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF FINANCE AND OF TRANSPORT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS. THE CHANGE IN THE FINANCE PORTFOLIO WAS 
ESPECIALLY SUPRISING, AS THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE 1978-79 
BUDGET IS OVERDUE. 

4. COMMENT: THE TUC LEADERSHIP IS TAKING A WAIT-AND-SEE 
ATTITUDE ABOUT THE NEW HEAD OF STATE. THE SMC UNDER 
GENERAL ACHEAMPONG WAS GENERALLY PRO-LABOR. THE NEW 
GOVERNMENT IS CONSIDERING BASIC ECONOMIC REFORMS THAT, 

AT LEAST IN THE SHORT RUN, COULD MAKE THE WORKER S 
PLIGHT EVEN MORE DIFFICULT. WHEN ASKED, THE 
SECRETARY GENERAL SAID THE TUC HAS NOT BEEN CONSULTED 
BY THE NEW HEAD OF STATE. WE HAVE LEARNED, HOWEVER, 

THAT A HIGH 

PELGL TUC DELEGATION WENT TO THE CASTLE 

(THE EXECUTIVE OFFICES) THE DAY AFTER ACHEAMPONG'S 

OUSTER, ALTHOUGH WE DO NOT KNOW WHAT TRANSPIRED. 

HOLMES 
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